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Aims of the training

It has been designed to support you in marking the Edexcel A level 
Geography specimen papers, allowing you to use the specimen paper 
as a mock paper for your students.

During the training we will:

- cover the assessment requirements of the new specification

- look at the new types of questions

- review examples of real student responses to questions

- understand how to use the mark schemes to mark your students’ 
mocks.



The Key Changes and Overview of 
Assessment

 Much greater emphasis on the Assessment Objectives in the 
design of the specification

 Much greater emphasis on the technical interpretation of 
Assessment Objectives in the marking process

 No marks for recall of knowledge in isolation 
 Mathematical skills assessed directly at varying levels of difficulty
 Fieldwork assessed through NEA (a separate marking training 

presentation is available)
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A level assessment overview
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Component Weighting Marks Duration Content Coverage

Paper 1 30% 105 2 hr
15 min

 Tectonic processes and hazards
 Glaciated landscapes and change or

Coastal landscapes and change
 The water cycle and water insecurity
 The carbon cycle and energy security

Paper 2 30% 105 2 hr
15 min

 Globalisation and Superpowers
 Regenerating places or Diverse places
 Health, human rights and intervention 

or Migration, identity and sovereignty

Paper 3 20% 70 2 hr 15 
min

 Synoptic investigation of an issue that 
stems from compulsory content

NEA 20% 70 -
 Independent investigation related to 

the student’s choice of subject content



Assessment objectives

Objective % Marks

AO1
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
places, environments, concepts, processes, 
interactions and change, at a variety of scales

34% 119

AO2
Apply knowledge and understanding in different 
contexts to interpret, analyse and evaluate 
geographical information and issues

40% 139

AO3

Use a variety of relevant quantitative, 
qualitative and fieldwork skills to:
 investigate geographical questions and 

issues
 interpret, analyse and evaluate data and
 evidence
 construct arguments and draw conclusions

26% 92



AOs by exam paper

AO1 marks AO2 marks AO3 marks Total

Paper 1 46 55 4 105

Paper 2 46 55 4 105

Paper 3 19 21 30 70

NEA 8 8 54 70

Total 119 139 92 350



Key command words -
Analyse and Assess



Key command words -
Explain



Key command words -
Suggest



Key command words -
Calculate, Complete, 

Draw/Plot



…. and Evaluate



Structure of Paper 1
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Sectio
n Title

Section 
marks

Content Questio
n 

Notes

A 16 Tectonic 
processes and 
hazards

Q1 • x1 4 mark question
• x1 12 mark ‘Assess’ essay 

B 40 Either Glaciated 
Landscapes and 
change
Or Coastal 
Landscapes and 
Change

Q2

Or

Q3

• x2 6 mark resource based 
‘Explain..’ mini-essays

• x1 8 mark ‘Explain..’ essay
• x1 20 mark ‘Evaluate..’ essay

C 49 Physical Systems 
and 
Sustainability
(Water Cycle and 
Carbon Cycle)

Q4 • x1 3 mark ‘Explain..’ short 
open response  question

• x1 6 mark ‘Explain..’ mini-
essay

• x1 8 mark ‘Explain..’ essay 
(no resource)

• x1 12 mark ‘Assess..’ essay
• x1 20 mark ‘Evaluate..’ essay



Summary of Paper 1

 Three sections with 16, 40 and 49 marks – 105 in total
 Dominated by AO2 and AO1
 Sections A and C cover core content and thus no optionality 
 Section B offers a choice between Glaciated landscapes and 

Coastal landscapes
 Range of question types – shortest is a 3 mark question , longest 

is 20 marks
 Command words dominated by Explain, Assess and Evaluate
 So, mostly mini-essays and essays 
 Some questions have stimulus resources.
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Paper 1 reviewing exemplar scripts

• Delegate activity: review exemplar scripts to:

• Question 1b: Assess the importance of tectonic hazard 
profiles in understanding the severity of impacts resulting 
from earthquake events. (12 marks) 

• Question 3ai: Explain how erosional processes have 
contributed to the formation of the features shown. (6 marks)

• Question 3b: Evaluate the view that climate change is the 
most important factor in influencing coastal flood risk. (20 
marks)



• Assess the importance of tectonic hazard profiles in 
understanding the severity of impacts resulting from 
earthquake events. (12 marks)

You will need pages 4-9 in Paper 1 Sample 
Answers and page 3 of the Paper 1 mark scheme

Question 1b 



Question 1b mark scheme
Delegate activity
• Review the three 

exemplars on 
pages 4-9 in the 
Paper 1 Sample 
Answers
booklet. 

• Which level would 
you put each 
exemplar in? 

Discussion
• Review the 

examiner marks 
and 
commentaries



• Study Figure 3a which shows a coastal landscape
Explain how erosional processes have contributed 
to the formation of the features shown. (6)

• You will need 
pages 10-12 in 
Paper 1 
Sample 
Answers 
booklet and 
pages 11 and 
12 in the Paper 
1 mark 
scheme

Question 3ai



Question 3ai mark scheme
Delegate activity
• Review the three 

exemplars on 
pages 10-12 in 
the Paper 1 
Sample 
Answers
booklet. 

• Which level would 
you put each 
exemplar in? 

Discussion
• Review the 

examiner marks 
and 
commentaries



• Study Figure 3b
• Evaluate the view that climate change is the most 

important factor in influencing coastal flood risk. (20 
marks)

• You will need pages 21-30 in the Paper 1 Sample 
Answers and pages 16 and 17 in the Paper 1 mark 
scheme

Question 3c



Question 3c mark scheme



Question 3c 
mark scheme

Delegate 
activity:
• Review the 

exemplars on 
pages 21-30 
in the Paper 
1 Sample 
Answers

• Which level 
would you put 
each exemplar 
in? 

Discussion
• Review the 

marks



Paper 1 Review of marks 
and commentaries

• Discussion of key points to focus on the importance of 
AOs and the need for candidates to have a view of them.

• Discussion of positive marking and the routes to 
achieving improvement. 



Any questions?

• Please type any questions in your question pod for your 
trainers 



Structure of Paper 2
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Sectio
n

Mark
s

Content Question Notes

A 32 Globalisation

Superpowers

Q1

Q2

• x1 4 mark short open response question 
or 4 marks for quantitative skills 

• x1 12 mark ‘Assess’ essay 

• x1 4 mark short open response question 
or 4 marks for quantitative skills 

• x1 12 mark ‘Assess’ essay 

B 35 Regenerating 
places or 
Diverse places

Q3

Or Q4

• x2 6 mark resource based ‘Explain..’ 
mini-essays

• x1 8 mark ‘Explain..’ essay
• x1 20 mark ‘Evaluate..’ essay

C 38 Health, human 
rights and 
intervention or 
Migration, 
identity and 
sovereignty

Q5

Or Q6

• x1 4 mark’ short open response  
question or 4 marks for quantitative 
skills

• x1 6 mark  mini-essay
• x1 8 mark ‘Explain..’ essay 
• x1 20 mark ‘Evaluate..’ essay



Summary of Paper 2

 Three sections with 32, 35 and 39 marks – 105 in total.
 Paper is dominated by AO2 and AO1.
 Section A is assessing core content with no optional questions. 
 Sections B and C are assessing optional content and offer a choice of 

questions.
 Choice between Regenerating Places and Diverse Places in Section B.
 Choice between Heath, human rights and intervention or Migration, 

Identity and Sovereignty in Section C.
 Range of question types – shortest is a 3 mark question , longest is 20 

marks.
 Command words dominated by Explain, Assess and Evaluate. 

 Emphasis on extended writing - mostly mini-essays and essays.
 Some questions have stimulus resources.
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Paper 2 reviewing exemplar scripts

• Delegate activity: review exemplar scripts to:

• Question 3b Explain why different media convey 
contrasting views on the need for local regeneration 
schemes. (6 marks)

• Question 3c Evaluate the relative importance of local 
and national government decision makers in the 
regeneration of either urban or rural areas. (20 marks)



Question 3b

• Explain why different media convey contrasting views 
on the need for local regeneration schemes. (6 marks)

• You will need pages 15 - 17 in Paper 2 Sample 
Answers and page 12 in the Paper 2 Mark Scheme.



Question 3b mark 
scheme

Delegate activity:
• Review the exemplars on pages 15 - 17 in Paper 2 Sample Answers.
• Which level would you put each exemplar in? 

Discussion
• Review the marks and examiner commentaries



Question 3c

• Evaluate the relative importance of local and national 
government decision makers in the regeneration of either 
urban or rural areas. (20 marks)

• You will need pages 18-27 in Paper 2 Sample Answers 
and pages 14 and 15 in the Paper 2 Mark Scheme.



Question 3c mark 
scheme





Delegate activity:

• Review the exemplars on pages 18-27 in Paper 2 
Sample Answers using the mark scheme on 
pages 14 and 15 in the Paper 2 Mark Scheme.

• Which level would you put each exemplar in? 

Discussion:

• Review the marks and examiner commentaries



Paper 2 Review of marks 
and commentaries

• Discussion of key points to focus on the importance of 
AOs and the need for candidates to have a view of them.

• Discussion of positive marking and the routes to 
achieving improvement. 



Any questions?

• Please type any questions in your question pod for your 
trainers 



Structure of Paper 3

35

Section Marks Question 
Type

Questio
n 

Notes

A 12 Short open 
response

Q1 – Q3 • x1 K and U based ‘Explain..’ question 
– usually 4 marks

• x1 question examining quantitative 
skills – usually 4 marks

• x1 question requiring some analysis 
– may use the command words 
‘Explain’ or ‘Suggest’. – usually 4 
marks

B 16 Shorter ‘mini-
essays’

Q4 and 
Q5

• x2 8 mark essays using command 
‘Analyse..’ based on data in the 
Resource Booklet

C 42 Longer essays Q6

Q7

• x1 18 mark essay based on AO3 
‘reading’ of  Resource Booklet but 
also AO1 and AO2

• x1 24 mark essay based on AO3 
‘reading’ of  Resource Booklet but 
also AO1 and AO2



Summary of Paper 3

36

• A synoptic investigation of a contemporary geographical issue 
based on the compulsory content. 

 70 marks available. 
 Dominated by AO3 but significant AO1 and AO2 as well.
 No sections, no choices – all questions are compulsory.
 Based on a Resource Booklet which is unseen (in other words no 

pre-release).
 Resource Booklet is place based but built around core topics and 

synoptic themes. 
 58 of the 70 marks from 4 questions  - x2 ‘Analyse’ and x2 

‘Evaluate’.



• We have provided exemplars for all the questions in this 
paper in the Paper 3 Sample Answers booklet

• We will focus on:
– Question 3 Analyse the relationship between GDP 

per capita and national average salaries. (8 marks) 
– Question 4 Analyse the results of these 

measurements of globalisation. (8 marks) 
– Question 6 Evaluate the view that developing 

countries have much to learn from Singapore. (24 
marks)

• You will need the resource booklet which is pages 12 
to 23 of the Paper 3 Question Paper

Paper 3: Review of exemplar 
responses



Question 3

• Study Figure 4 which shows data on GDP per capita and national 
average salaries for selected countries.

• Analyse the relationship between GDP per capita and national 
average salaries. (8 marks)

You will need 
pages 5-7 in 

Paper 3 Sample 
Answers and 
page 4 of the 
Paper 3 Mark 

Scheme.



Question 3 Mark Scheme

Delegate activity:
• Review the exemplars on pages 5-7 in Paper 3 Sample Answers and 

use the mark scheme page 4 of the Paper 3 Mark Scheme 
• Which level would you put each exemplar in? 
Discussion:
• Review the marks and examiner commentaries



Question 4

• Study Figure 5 and 6
• Analyse the results of 

these measurements 
of globalisation. (8 
marks) 

• You will need pages 
8-10 in Paper 3 
sample answers and 
page 6 in the Paper 3 
Mark Scheme



Question 4 Mark Scheme

Delegate activity:
• Review the exemplars pages 8-10 in Paper 3 sample answers using 

the mark scheme on page 6 in the Paper 3 Mark Scheme
• Which level would you put each exemplar in? 
Discussion:
• Review the marks and examiner commentaries



Question 6

• Evaluate the view that developing countries have 
much to learn from Singapore. (24 marks) 

• You will need pages 17-24 in Paper 3 Sample 
Answers and pages 14 and 15 of the Paper 3 
Mark Scheme



Question 6 
mark 
scheme



Question 6 
mark 
scheme



Delegate activity:

• Review the exemplars on pages 17-24 in Paper 3 
Sample Answers using the mark scheme on pages 14 
and 15 of the Paper 3 Mark Scheme

• Which level would you put each exemplar in?

Discussion:

• Review the marks and examiner commentaries



• Discussion of key points to focus on the importance of AOs 
and the need for candidates to have a view of them.

• Discussion of positive marking and the routes to achieving 
improvement. 

• Discussion of how to deal with unseen resources – what can 
you know?

Paper 3: Review of examiner 
commentaries



Any questions?



Supporting your Geography teaching
Please visit the Pearson qualifications website where you can download 
over 50 support materials written specifically for Edexcel AS and A level 
Geography

● New Maths for Geographers guide - available now
● AS and A level specimen papers
● Examiner marked student exemplars including Paper 3: Synoptic 

Investigation
● Detailed topic booklets and editable schemes of work for every 

topic
● Fieldwork planner and guide
● Assessment guide
● Independent Investigation support and training materials
● Expert support every step of the way from our Subject Advisor, Jon 

Wolton

Find out more about the published resources available to support 
teaching Edexcel AS and A level Geography. 







Next steps…

● Sign up to Jon Wolton’s updates: email 
teachinggeography@pearson.com

● Visit the website for support materials: 
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/geo
graphy.html


